New After-Kindy
Care for Miles
Families

Local children now have access to after-hours
care at Murilla Kindergarten, thanks to a new
partnership with Vena Group, whose renewable
energy arm Vena Energy operates within the
Western Downs region.

The Vena Group After-Kindy Care Program runs
Monday to Thursday from 2:30pm to 5:15pm
through 2026 and 2027, accommeodating up to
10 children per day. The program picks up where
the kindy day ends, led by a qualified early
childhoed educator and built around intentional,
play-based experiences including arts and crafts,
outdoor exploration, group games and quiet
relaxation time. Children continue learning
within the Early Years Learning Framework, in a
familiar environment they already know.

The initiative responds to feedback from local
families who identified the need for mare
flexible care options to support workforce
participation and work-life balance. With limited
regulated after-hours childcare previously
available in Miles, the program fills a genuine
gap, particularly for families who would
otherwise face the added burden of travelling
considerable distances for care.

Ingrid Uebergang, President of the Murilla
Kindergarten Association Inc., says Vena Group's
support has made a remarkable difference for
families.

The program has reduced barriers to
employment and provided families with
greater flexibility and financial stability,
particularly for mothers returning to
work who can now do so knowing their

children are in a familiar, high-quality
environment.”

- Ingrid Uebergang, President,
Murilla Kindergarten Asscciation Inc.

"For our rural community, this support has been
even more significant. Access to quality early
childhood care close to home isn't always a
given, and without this program many families
would face the added burden of travelling
considerable distances for after-hours care.
Being able to offer that locally has eased real
pressure on parents and kept children learning
and socialising within their own community.”

Owen Sela, Head of Australia at Vena Energy,
says the partnership made sense for a company
that's been part of the Western Downs
community for some time.

"Wena Energy is active in the Western Downs
region and we take that responsibility seriously.
Access to quality early childhood care is
fundamental to a thriving community, and we're
proud to support Murilla Kindy in making this
available for local families.”

About the Vena Group
After-Kindy Care Program
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Designed as a true extension of the Murilla
Kindergarten program rather than a basic
supervision service, the Vena Group After-Kindy
Care Program continues each child's learning
journey through intentional play-based
experiences that build on their classroom
learning. Children remain in a familiar, supportive
environment they already know and trust.

The program is led by Miss Laura (pictured top
left), a qualified Early Childhood Teacher, whose
expertise and deep understanding of early
childhood development guide every session. Her
thoughtful planning ensures the same high-
quality education, care and philosophy that
families value in the kindergarten program
continues beyond regular hours.

Activities include:
* Arts and crafts
* Outdoor exploration
* Group games
« Quiet relaxation time

Children continue to develop:
* Creativity
+ |ndependence
» Teamwork and problem-solving
* Social and emational skills

The program offers meaningful extended care for
families balancing busy work schedules and daily
commitments, providing peace of mind that their
children are safe, engaged and continuing to
learn, grow and thrive beyond the classroom.

Families interested in enrolling their children can
contact Murilla Kindergarten directly via
admin@murillakindy.com.au.
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